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This is the eighth volume of the annual statistics on children and their families. The statistics were 
commissioned by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and comprise children in the ages 0–17. 
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Children and their families presents the 
situation for children from different perspec-
tives. This year’s report focuses on the 
age of the mother when the child is born. 

Data are taken primarily from Statistics 
Sweden’s total population register but, as 
a complement, different sample surveys 
and data from the National Social 
Insurance Board and the National 
Agency for Education are also used. The 
data are presented on a national level, 
apart from in Chapter 11, where some 
data are available at county and municipal 
level. The basic principle for statistics 
about children is that the children 
themselves are the reporting unit. An 
important source is therefore Statistics 
Sweden’s surveys on living conditions in 
which children and young persons aged 
10–18 years can speak for themselves.  
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There are almost 1.1 million families in 
Sweden with children aged 0–17 living at 
home. Approximately two thirds of these 
families come under the term "traditional 
nuclear families", i.e. families with two 
parents in which all children are the 
couple's natural children. 

The majority of families, 84 percent, have 
one or two children. Only 3 percent of 
families have four or more children. 
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Children aged 0–17 years make up 
slightly over one fifth of Sweden's 
population. The number of children of 
the different ages differs greatly. There 
are 130 000 children aged 15 while there 
are only 91 000 six year olds.  

Many children have links to other 
countries than Sweden. Of all children, 5 
percent were themselves born abroad 
and 10 percent were born in Sweden 
with parents who were both born abroad. 
Many of these children have 
backgrounds from Iraq and the former 
Yugoslavian countries. Roughly 10 
percent of all children have one foreign-
born parent and one Swedish-born 
parent. In total, therefore, 25 percent of 
all children under the age of 18 have 
links to other countries than Sweden. 
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A total of 49 310 girls and 52 036 boys 
were born in 2005. Slightly over one 
third of these were the parents' first child 
and the parents were most commonly 
aged around 30 when they were born. 

Approximately 15 000 children immigrated 
during the year and around 7 600 children 
emigrated. Slightly over 1 000 children 
were adopted from another country. 
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Three quarters of all children aged 0-17 
years live with both their original parents. 
Over 90 percent of children aged 0 and 1 
year live with both parents but this share 
decreases as the children get older. 
Among 17 year olds, 40 percent live with 
only one of their original parents.  

The majority of children have siblings. 
Among 8 year old children, 89 percent 
live with at least one sibling. Children of 
that age most often have all their siblings 
living at home. 
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Slightly over 47 000 children under the 
age of 18 lived through a parental separ-
ation in 2005. This corresponds to 3 
percent of all children whose parents 
were either married or cohabiting at the 
end of 2004. Separations are more common 
among cohabiting parents than married 
parents. Separations are also more common 
in families where there are children from 
previous relationships, reconstructed 
families, than in families where there are 
only natural children. Separations also 
become more common the younger the 
mother was when she had children. 

Over a half a million children live apart 
from at least one of their parents. The 
majority of these children live with their 
mother. Only 17 percent of children live 
with their father. 
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Roughly 3 000 children had a parent who 
died in 2005. In slightly over two thirds 
of cases, it was the father who died. In 
total, nearly 26 000 children have lost a 
parent during their lifetime. Around 300 
children have lost both their parents. It is 
more likely that children with older 
mothers have lost a parent. 

<�)�����
It is more common for children to live in 
a house than in an apartment. 58 percent 
of all children live in a detached house 
and a further 13 percent live in a terraced 
or linked house. Young children, children 
with single parents and children in 
larger cities are more likely to live in 
apartment buildings than other children. 

Nearly half of all children live in families 
who have access to a holiday home. It is 
often a relative who actually owns this 
house. Older children, children with 
cohabiting parents, children living in 
rural areas and children whose mother 
was older when they were born are more 
likely to live in families with a holiday 
home that they themselves own. 
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The majority of children have parents 
who work. 80 percent of all children 
aged 0-17 years have a mother who is 
part of the labour force and 90 percent of 
children have a father who is part of the 
labour force. Many mothers work part-
time or are on parental leave while 
fathers most often work full-time. 

Children aged 10-18 years more often 
feel that their fathers do not have time 
for them than that their mothers do not. 
However, the majority of children say 
that their parents always or almost 
always have time to talk to or do 
something with them. 
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A large proportion of all children are 
registered at a pre-school, family daycare 
unit or after-school centre. Registration is 
highest among five year olds, with 97 
percent being registered for child care. A 
majority of children of school age attend 
an after-school centre, up to the age of 9.  

Municipal child care is the most common 
form, with only 9 percent of pre-school 
children in child care under private 
management. 
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6 percent of all children live in families 
with a low disposable income. The 
economy in families varies during a 
child’s lifetime, depending on the family 
situation. Older children are more likely 
to live in a well-off family than younger 
children. Children with single parents or 
with only one gainfully employed parent 
are often worse off than children living 
with two gainfully employed parents. 

One fifth of all children live in families in 
which the parents claim to have difficulties 
with regular expenses. Among children 
aged 10-18, about one third claim that 
they cannot afford to take part in various 
activities with their friends. 
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adoptivbarn adopted child 
andel share 
annat/annan other 
Antal number 
arb tid tim/vecka  
arbetskraft labour force 
arbetslös unemployed 
avlidna/ avlidit deceased 
avstånd i km distance in kilometers 
barn child 
barnfamilj family with children 
biologiska föräldrar natural parents 
boföräldrar parents the child live 

  with 
båda both 
därav of which 
efter by 
ej hemmaboende not living at home 
eller or 
en one 
ensam vårdnad sole custody 
ensamstående förälder single parent 
familj family 
familjetyp type of family 
far father 
flerfamiljshus apartment building 
flickor girls 
flyttat hemifrån left home 
friliggande småhus detatched house 
från from 
frånvaro absense 
födelseland country of birth 
förvärvsarbetande employed 
förälder parent 
föräldraledighet parental leave 
föräldraseparationer parental separations 
gemensam vårdnad joint custody 
gemensamma barn parents natural 

   children 
gifta married 
hemmaboende living at home 
i  in 
inrikes flyttningar internal migration 
invandring immigration 
kommun  municipality 
kvinnor women 
kön sex 
land country 
lever living 
län county 
mamma mother 
med with 
medelantal  average number of 
minst en at least one 
mor mother 

mors ålder vid  mother's age at birth 
barnets födelse   of the child 

män men 
och and 
okänt unknown 
ombildade familjer reconstructed 

families 
ordningsnummer birth order 
pappa father 
pojkar boys 
procent percent 
radhus/ kedjehus terraced or linked 

house 
sambo  cohabiting (parents) 
samma same 
sammanboende married or cohabiting 
sammanboendeform form of cohabitation 
samtliga total, all 
semester holiday 
separationer separations 

per 100 barn  per 100 children 
separerat  separated 
sjuk ill 
studerande students 
styvfar  stepfather 
styvmor stepmother 
summa total 
Svenskfödd Swedish-born 
Sverige Sweden 
syskon siblings 
sysselsättning employment 
särkullsbarn natural child of only 

  one parent 
till to 
tillgång till access to holiday 
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traditionell traditional nuclear 

kärnfamilj  family 
tusental thousands 
två two 
ungdomar young persons 
uppgift saknas no information 
ursprungliga föräldrar natural parents 
utan without 
utomlands abroad 
utrikesfödd foreign-born 
utvandring emigration 
växelvis boende alternate living 
yngre younger 
ålder age 
år year 
äger owns 
äldre older 
är are/is 
över  over 
övriga other 
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. Not possible 

.. Information is not available or is too uncertain to use 

- Nothing to report (zero value) 

0 Less than half of the used unit 
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f.m.  Population 
inv. Inhabitant 
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pop. Population 
samb. Link 

 




